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SUBJECT: ITALIAN PARTICIPATION IN SPOKANE EXPO 74 

REF: PARIS 27282 

1. SUMMARY: EMBASSY HAS APPROACHED GOI REQUESTING RECONSIDERATION 
PARTICIPATION EXPO 74 IN VIEW FRENCH DECISION. RESPONSE WAS 
LUKEWARM COMMITMENT TO RECONSIDER, WITH OUTCOME DEPENDENT ON 
NATURE FRENCH PARTICIPATION AND POSSIBILITIES OF SUPPORT FROM FIAT. 
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2. MIN ECON AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS ELY INFORMED ECON VICE DIRECTOR 
GENERAL RICCIULLI, MFA, THAT FRENCH HAD AGREED TO PARTICIPATE IN 
EXPO 74, AND ASKED GOI TO RECONSIDER ITS DECISION NOT TO PARTICIPATE. 
RICCIULLI EXPRESSED SURPRISE OVER FRENCH DECISION, INDICATED GOI 
WOULD TAKE ANOTHER LOOK, BUT NOTED THAT BUDGET RESTRAINTS WOULD 
PROBABLY BE DECISIVE. HE RECALLED THAT GOI HAD TAKEN INITIATIVE 

TO PUSH FOR AN EC EXPOSITION, BUT AT A TIME WHEN FINANCIAL CONSTRAINTS 

MUCK LESS SEVERE. 

3. COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR AND COMMERCIAL ATTACHE SUBSEQUENTLY 
FOLLOWED UP WITH CALL ON MAZZARINI, COUNSELOR IN ECON DG OF MFA 
AND ACTION OFFICER FOR EXPO 74, EXPRESSING HOPE FOR FAVORABLE 
ITALIAN RECONSIDERATION. MAZZARINI STATED THAT ALTHOUGH FRENCH 
DECISION PUT NEW LIGHT ON MATTER. GOI BUDGET RESTRAINTS AND GOI 
AUSTERITY PROGRAM COULD MITIGATE AGAINST FAVORABLE RECONSIDERATION. 
NONETHELESS, MAZZARINI SAID HE WOULD CONTACT FRENCH THROUGH GOI 
EMBASSY IN PARIS (WE PASSED ALONG USBSTANCE OF PARIS 27644) TO 

GET DETAILS ON CONDITIONS OF FRENCH PARTICIPATION. HE ADDED IN 
RESPONSE TO OUR SUGGESTION THAT IF WE COULD OBTAIN FIAT SUPPORT 
(OR AT LEAST THEIR AGREEMENT NOT TO RAISE OBSTACLES) IN VIEW OF 
POSSIBLE COMPETITIVE FIAT-SPONSORED TURIN ENVIRONMENT SHOW IN 
EARLY MAY 1974 ON ENVIRONMENT, HE WOULD BE IN STRONGER POSITION 
IN POSSIBLE FUTURE INTERMINISTERIAL MEETINGS ON SUBJECT. EMBOFFS 
AGREED TO AGAIN APPROACH FIAT MANAGMENT, BEGINNING WITH MANAGER 
IN ROME. 

4. THOUGH WE NOT REALLY HOPEFUL OF OUTCOME, WE WILL CONTINUE 
OUR EFFORTS WITH GOI AND FIAT AND INFORM DEPARTMENT OF RESULTS 
SOONEST. VOLPE 
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